


CONTENTS

Foreword by Dr. Roger Chisholm-Batten, President, Clan Chisholm Society ........................................................ iii

Acknowledgements .................................................................................................................................................. iv

Contents .................................................................................................................................................................... vi

Illustrations ............................................................................................................................................................. viii

Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................... 1

Chapter 1 Pre 1840s The early comers .......................................................................................................... 3
(a)  1826 J.M. Chisholm:  Early Kororareka settler .................................................................... 4

Chapter 2 The New Zealand Company men .......................................................................................................... 7
(a)  1841 John Chisholm : who took his chance and moved on .................................................. 9
(b)  1841 Adam Chisholm : fighter for justice ...........................................................................11

Chapter 3 For their family’s future: Chisholm parents with teenagers leave their Homeland ............................. 17
(a)  1854 Robert Chisholm Esq. arrives from Edinburgh ......................................................... 19

Surprising but true :  The Chisholm role in the original NZ Herald ......................... 26
Bookmark 1:  Which Chisholm family cared for the traveller? ................................. 27

(b)  1858 Duncan and Elizabeth leave London for Nelson
(Jocelyn Chisholm) .................................................................................................. 29
Landmark 1:  “Chisholm” at Queen Mary Hospital, Hamner Springs
(Jocelyn Chisholm) .................................................................................................. 37

(c)  1858 John, Jean and family to Dunedin  (Michael and Fay Chisholm) ........................... 38
Landmark 2: Scoullar and Chisholm : Furniture Makers of Dunedin
(Michael Chisholm) ................................................................................................. 45
Surprising but true 2. “Puna Weta”: the house that Robert Chisholm Built
(Michael Chisholm) ................................................................................................. 46
Landmark 3: Chisholm Links .................................................................................... 47

(d)  1863 William and Margaret settle at Kaurihorore under the 40-acre scheme .................... 48
(e)  1875 William and Marion came to Dunedin for “A fine healthy country”

(Jessie Small) ............................................................................................................ 57
 (f) 1883 John and Barbara come from Southern Scotland to begin 100 years of

“Chisholm farming” in the Turakina/Hunterville area .............................................. 63
Bookmark 2:  The drove roads from the Kintail through to Glen Affric ................... 67

(g)  1884 John, Ann and the girls from the Glens ..................................................................... 68

Chapter 4 The Australian connections .................................................................................................................. 73
 (a)  1854 Joseph Wilson Chisholm from the Yorkshire coalfields reaches Wellington ............ 74

Surprising but true 3: Walter Chisholm’s Bridge St home in Nelson ....................... 82
(b)  1858 William Chisholm and Jane Kinghorne provide “Romance across the Tasman

(CarolynChown) ...................................................................................................... 84
 (c)  1858 James Chisholm when widowed  in Australia, moves to Wellington

 with his three daughters and a son-in-law ................................................................ 87
(d)  1861 Angus and Donald Chisholm, then later, Marion Chisholm sail

“Over the sea from Skye” .......................................................................................... 92
(e)  1861 Goldminers pour in from Australia .......................................................................... 100



(f)  1863 John Chisholm follows his sister Jessie Main from Crichton to Victoria
Victoria to Otago...................................................................................................... 106
Bookmark: Heaney’s ride .........................................................................................110

(g)  1867 Walter and Rachel Chisholm live in Hokitika at the end of the goldrush ................ 111
(h)  1897 William and Martha Chisholm desert Tasmania for Dunedin ..................................116

Chapter 5 Chisholms come in chain migration to New Zealand ........................................................................ 120
(a)  1860-1870 The Glenurquhart seven  arrive in the South ........................................................... 121
(b)  1862-1871 From Inverness and Morayshire they came: a story of multiple migration

(Lorraine Salter) .................................................................................................... 129
Landmark 4:  The South honours its Chisholm pioneers ........................................ 140

(c)  1863-1906 From Haddington to Dunedin: the Reunion of three of the children of
Benjamin Chisholm in New Zealand  (Yvonne Chisholm) .................................... 142

Chapter 6 What a chance for a single Chisholm man......................................................................................... 151
(a)  1862 Archibald: from the mountains of Kintail  (Margaret Whitford) ......................... 152

Surprising but true 4: Finding Archie Chisholm ..................................................... 159
(b)  1865 Donald: Molesworth St grocer ................................................................................. 164
( c)  1871 Simon and Allan arrive from Breakachy:  Breakachy? Where’s that?

(Margaret Playle) ................................................................................................... 166
(d)  1874 Hugh: shepherd turned policeman ........................................................................... 172
( e)  1875 John and Hugh: country blacksmiths  (John and Edna Chisholm) ....................... 174

Bookmark 4:  John: “Bush country” parson  (Jocelyn Chisholm) ......................... 181
(f)  1888 Hugh Marshall: A Chisholm from the original Border Chisholme Homeland ........ 182

Chapter 7 Travelling the world for a man .......................................................................................................... 185
(a)  1856 Atalanta  Chisholm: Ventures across the world ....................................................... 186
(b)  1862 Marion  Chisholm of Skye: a woman of mysteries ................................................. 187
(c)  1871 Catherine Chisholm: World traveller for her man ................................................... 188

Chapter 8 Other Chisholms known to have been in New Zealand in the colonial period.................................. 192
Appendix 1:  Gold, fine gold. Unknown Chisholms who came in from

Australia  during the 1860’s goldrush ................................................ 193
Appendix 2:  Other Chisholms known to have been in NZ in the 19th century ........ 195

Chapter 9 Epilogue:  Big Bill Chisholm of Molesworth: a legend in his lifetime ............................................. 197

Contributors ........................................................................................................................................................... 200

Footnotes ............................................................................................................................................................... 202

Bibliography .......................................................................................................................................................... 214

Index ...................................................................................................................................................................... 218

“We owe respect to the living;
To the dead we owe only the truth”

(Francois Voltaire: Oeuvres, 1785 v.1 p.15n)


